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Synthesis of 3-substituted-p-cresol via 2,5-cyclohexadienone intermediate
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Abstract

A facile synthesis of 3-substituted-p-cresol from p-cresol via 25-cyclohexadienone intermediate has
been described. This synthesis route contains four reaction steps, bromination and oxidation of p-cresol gave
2.6-dibromo-4-methyl-4-substituted-2,5-cyclohexadienone. Conjugate addition and aromatization with
nucleophiles and debromination finally yielded 3-substituted-p-cresol..

Keywords : 3-substituted-p-cresol, cyclohexadienone, bromination, conjugate addition. aromatization,
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fuea (Phenol) uasiilussdusznauluans
vaewile 1wy Wailiuesd (Flavancids) ﬁ‘ﬂm‘manqnﬁ
B wiivaInvans (Lee, et al, 2003) Feflanamenma
Tumaianlassadesasasituaameand Wilsz@ninm
Tunssengnnwdanmiidtedu wiaiuadradnly
vsuas (Jung, et al, 2002; Takahashi, et al, 2003) WA
inguasivasvyitueaiiiinanuduny op-directing
group B8HN{y (Carey & Sundberg, 2000) yin ¥l
dodialunisfudgelaseadne  Sedoulnginazild
NI AIUNLY ortho WAY para aaqﬂyjﬁuamﬁﬂﬁu
Mz fituunmuimesvsiunuiisineg fiduwmia meta
wiodunisil 3 dwilden visfeemsaniizeeins
Wnfjigeniiunse
egaqiifissenslévyg Br (uny protecting
P99a15U52naUAUBA WAz aniline (Choi & Chi, 2001)
HompananunInyiin1g deprotection waavy Br flaws
Wiz luAumiy ortho wuas para Lf uananiiiingg
\W3BNE"S 2,5-cyclohexadienone fliivy leaving group
\ilu methoxy (Pelter & Elgendy, 1988) wazvyjanlaiau
(Roush & Blizzard, 1983) A39sUMLY jpso TOMAjuNT
fisumiv para Tapufjisun oxidation wariin1sdnwn
Ufji5u1 conjugate addition 9848717 acylated quinine
imine ketal fighumisit 2 uaz 3 ulalasisu duiia
Ufifiengomyjunuiifidnumis 2 uss 3 9eevy acylated
aniline (Swenton, et al, 1990)
Tunwﬁnmﬁﬂﬁ’u‘lﬁﬁﬂm‘:ﬁnmm‘rﬁ’am‘n:ﬁ
3-substituted-p-cresol #aiuiflmiuacligosn Taw
YINSHUATIENHIY  cyclohexadienone intermediate
fifimy protecting ifedlesfuufierfishumisil 2 i
FovzvhiRlFasidesinnmsdviujidedumis 3
issatadien dumpulunisdaiasis  3-substituted-
p-cresol Usznaudan 4 fumsu EnuanUFAZ bromi-
nation 784 p-cresol (1) fiFunia ortho lamARNuTIY
2,6-dibromo-p-cresol (2) FINtATEN cyclohexadienone
3 TawUfii3in oxidation viliiianTsuisuuy ipso 184
leaving group fiFuMsil 4 89 cyclohexadienone 3
Wimih cyclohexadienone 3 wwinliiiseniuilaadlalna

FoaeviliiAnU[iten conjugate addition ez elimina-
tion w38 aromatization ¥=l# 2 6-dibromo-p-cresol
filvajunuiisiumisfl 3 An 3-substituted-2,6-dibromo-
p-cresol 4 gavineifjiiiun debromination ¥89 @13
4 \wAriuiiiu  3-substituted-p-cresol 5 Tumpy
s Tunadaamziusmalddozui 1

H H o
bromination Br. ouidation Br Br
—
X
1 2 3
conjugate | aromatization
addition | {elimination)
H H
debromination Br r
-
Mu Mu
5 4

gﬂ‘iu' 1 FumpumsFaATIEd 3-substituted-p-cresol

JanauUnsal

myesEsumMIiandniuivesiteilasds thin-
layer chromatography (TLC) Taeld precoated-TLC
plates; silica gel 60 F-254 929u58M EMerck Ustind
woslu  wanfuiiildgnuunlivigndseds column
chromatography lauld8dnn silica gel 60 vaIwsEn
E.Merck UssmAwasdu 'H NMR uaz '°C NMR spectra
gniudinlapia3es Nuclear Magnetic Resonance ju
BRUKER AVANC-400 (400 MHz w30 'H NMR uas
100 MHz dm3u °C NMR) srandanaialudniazas
CDCI, 1 chemical shifts 789 'H-NMR gn3neauiiiuen
& (ppm) WiBUWBUNY tetramethylsilane (& 0.00) Az
" NMR gnasauiiud 8 (ppm) wWisuiiivuiu CDCI,
(& 77.00)
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2,6-dibromo-p-cresol (2) \AFUUFITRERUNANTDI
p-cresol (1) 1062 faAfans (100 IaALNA) WAIMIUEA
50 fadams SN bromine 11.34 fHadans (220
findlua) Ausodssnuwimdniigungivies duam
15 wail a1 200 AadAnT usin sodium bisulfite
udvasasazawlis ey imsaiadinefisesdean
2 afe dwtuefisscfimndinh 2 afe udrded
f13aca1ududive9 sodium chioride Y lusiaday
anhydrous sodium sulfate nNIDIUALTEIMEAMIIASAY
Taslfadavszmpuuumauiliuleioeianinguyinmea
Tssataveudiundniiana
vilusgnblasldaednlasninnsmdl  148am
Wumaasinazlidinazas 3% efiapzBianluianisu
\u fraction & 20 AadANT WAzATI9EDY fraction Fa
TLe Tmeldsevudminazae 5% efiapsdianluieniou
suldiasmdniun  miuhlyssmedvhasaodae
iwdBeszmBLULIuUAz LA pei N A
& 2,6-dibromo-p-cresol (2) win 2352 niu (89%
yield) lansauzilunandsn yemasuvan 46-51°C
"H-NMR (400 MHz, CDCL,): & 7.24(s. 2H), 5.70(s.
1H). 2.24(s, 3H); "C-NMR (100 MHz, CDCI): d 1471,
132.4(2C), 109.4(2C), 20.0 (SDBSweb, 2006)

2 6-dibromo-4-methyl-4-chlorocyclohexadienone (3a)
IAFUNFITASRIUNANTDY 2,6-dibromo-p-cresol (2)
6.06 n¥u (22.8 findlua) wa: potassium chlorate
245 n¥u (20 fiadlua) Tu acetic acid 50 AafAfnT
ABUq WA hydrochloric acid (iudu 9.80 fiaddans
Audiaaanuuiininiigungiiisaduie 20 w1l
W@t 200 f8dAns uasin sodium bisulfite yudzag
imiunssemznoulapds suction
wazdnzneudimi vihliwdsdsindssiggyina
Toarsataeuiduaznoudouiaeninies
vibivianlavidaedanilasuiinasmdl - T58am
Whawareiiuazldidninazas 5% ofisasdanluieniou
\Wiu fraction Az 20 fiadanT WasAII9FRY fraction fidn
TLC Taul#szuudiacats 5% wofiaosBienlueniou
quldarsnandus  snmfuilszmeivhazaindae

arazau iy

idpvTzmBLULULas IR WEIuASa gL INA
16 2 6-dibromo-4-methyl-4-chiorocyclohexadienone (3a)
win 537 niu (78% yield) Tanwuziduaznoudsy
IANADNIMAT 122-128°C

"H-NMR (400 MHz. CDCI,): & 7.40(s. 2H). 1.89
(s, 3H); ""C-NMR (100 MHz, CDCL): & 171.3, 149.6(2C),
121.7(2C), 62.6, 295

26-dibromo-4-methyl-4-bromocyclohexadienone (3b)
WWTHNAITALRTUNANTDY 2,6-dibromo-p-cresol (2)
0.96 niu (3.61 fafilua) Wwa: potassium bromate
106 n3u (6.35 iadlua) Tu acetic acid 10 fiaffns
A9 VoA hydrobromic acid Liudiu 096 fadfing
Audutaissmuwsimaniigungivisaiiuna
Wdath 300 fadaas sImiunseensnaulanis
uazdronznoudianh WilRudedeaiasvhgygina
14 2.6-dibromo-4-methyl-4-bromocyclohexadienone (3b)
win 1.09 niN (87% yield) #Hanwusiumsnoufimans
UIaY JANABNIMATY 78-80°C

"H-NMR (400 MHz. CDCl,): & 7.52 (s, 2H), 2.02
(. 3H); *C-NMR (100 MHz. CDCI): & 171.3. 150.2(20).
121.2(2C), 54.3, 30.1

20 umM
suction

2 6-dibromo-4-methyl-4-methoxycyclohexadienone
(3c) IWTBURIIALAINYBY 2.6-dibromo-p-cresol (2) -
531 niu (20 Aadlua) Tumiuea 50 daddns sy
\#i  iodobenzene diacetate 7.09 n¥u (22 HaAlua)
auoalssnuwiminfignmgivisaduinm 4 Filus
s 50 fisddns  vhnisadadislaraslsiimu
(dichloromethane) 2 % #wtulanaslsiivu dmi
2ﬁ‘§'~l v lviusodae anhydrous sodium sulfate N384
wazszmeinihazaelaslfiaTseszimpuuuma il
fumisaihgana Tasaiameodusinddu
vinldiuiqrblasldnadmnilasninnswil 1538
Wuassiiuazldiinazas 5% ofisozBimaluienizu
Wiy fraction &% 20 HaAARs WaxATI9aDY fraction faE
TLe Taeldssuudminazaiy 5% winosdmaluianisu
uldiarsndadus  snduilussmedviazaisdon
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14 2.6-dibromo-4-methyl-4-methoxy-cyclohexadienone
(3c) wiin 505 nfu (85% vyield) Hanwusiduwand
777 JANRBNIAY 160-166'C

'H-NMR (400 MHz, CDC,): & 7.25(s, 2H). 327
(s. 3H), 1.50(s, 3H); ""C-NMR (100 MHz, CDCL,): & 1719,
152.5(2C), 122.8(2C), 77.2, 53.9, 259

3-piperidino-2,6-dibromo-p-cresol (4a) 1@LNATIRERTY
184 2,6-dibromo-4-methyl-4-chlorocyclohexadienone
(3a) 0.60 n3u (2 Aadlua) Tularaslsiinu 10 fdadfng
imfuliin piperidine 1 Aaddns (10 fdadlug) Aude
wdpsmuwsimaniigumpiivieadiuim 3 F3lus U pH
Thaylugae 1-3 Fuarsazawwnsa  hydrochloric acid
Foe0 wazvimIadadin larasladionu 2 ade dedu
Tnaaslsfmudimi 2 afy uidwdessacawdui
989 sodium chloride ¥l¥iuiadiae anhydrous sodium
sulfate nspsuazszmpdniazanlaslfiaiaessing
mequﬁﬂmLﬁaﬁmLﬁ“imﬁ FYQINIA 1éiansaianeu
fhugesmamilafiiiaad

vilwusandlasldeadnilasaninnswil 1588m
Wuaasfiuaslddnihazaes 20%  lasaslsfinulu
w@niey Wiy fraction az 20 Aaffing  WATAITIIEOU
fraction 7w TLC lawldszuudmitazain 10% iofia
arBwnluanou wldsswdains sndnillszme
ﬁ‘]ﬁ“lﬂ:ﬂ“lﬂﬁ‘mLﬁfiiﬂd‘i:LHHuUUHHuuﬂ:ﬁﬂTﬁiLﬁﬁﬁ'm
\w3aavigne 16 3-piperidino-2,6-dibromo-p-cresol
(4a) win 058 niu (84% yield) danwauziundn
fv1Ipudy

"H-NMR (400 MHz. CDCI): & 7.23(s, 1H), 5.82
(s, 1H), 3.19(m, 2H), 2.94(m, 2H), 2.26(s, 3H). 1.70
(m. 6H): "C-NMR (100 MHz, CDCI,): & 149.3, 1479,
133.0, 131.4, 113.2, 1046, 50.6(2C). 26.8(2C), 24.4, 19.0

3-benzylamino-2,6-dibromo-p-cresol (4b) LATuY
A1TRERILTDY
hexadienone (3a) 0.20 n¥u (0.66 fadlua) Tulovuea
6 fafans IMiuAY benzylamine 05 fRRAAT (46
fiadlun)  AusBWIsIMUWiImniigumgivisaiiuaa
3 il U3y pH Toegluta 1-3 fwarsazaunia

2 6-dibromo-4-methyl-4-chlorocyclo-

hydrochloric acid 13890 wazyhmsaiadolesaslsimu
2 ads  detulaasslsdmuiimi 2 ade udadede
§198=RUANFITEY sodium chioride ¥ lHuanay
anhydrous sodium sulfate NIBIUAEIEMBANIIAZAY
Taulfiedasszmuuuumspointliuiimaioshguaimea
Tansatamuuiiueamamiladiimad

vinbiuignslavldrednilanninnsmil 148a8m
Hulgasiiuaslddniazain 20% leaaslsiimilueniou
(iU fraction Ax 20 AaAAnT WAXAIIIEDY fraction #iap
TLC Taelduusviases 10% ofinasBimalueniou
qulganswandns  nfublssmediazaiedie
iwdavsimpuuumuuayh ueioiaioshangima
18 3-benzylamino-2,6-dibromo-p-cresol (4b) win 0.08
N3y (30% vyield) Hanwuzifundndndng

'H-NMR (400 MHz, CDCI,): & 7.31-7.36(m, 5H),
7.22(s, 1H), 4.20(s, 1H), 2.30(s, 3H); "°C-NMR (100 MHz,
CDCI): & 147.6. 145.7, 139.4, 132.9, 1324, 1288, 1287,
1284, 1280 (2C), 1188, 1058, 523, 18.7; "C-NMR
(100 MHz, GDCL,): & 147.6, 1456, 1394, 1329, 128.7(2C),
128.0(2C), 127.5, 1239, 105.8, 1015, 52.3, 18.7

3-piperidino-p-cresol (5a) LAILNAITALAIDIDY 3-
piperidino-2,6-dibromo-p-cresol (4a) 0.39 niu (1.12
finAluA) acetic acid 5 dadfing 1An NaHSO3 1.31 niu
¥30 aniline 0.25 HAAAATIY three-neck flask ABBT MEA
hydrobromic acid \indu 250 fiaffns AuFBIAIDY
mulsimEnuaziing reflux uaen 3 S s 50
fiafanT WinaReAdNdiTe9 sodium carbonate LAz
ynsafadnoefisesiian 2 afe &wfuiefiardion
g 2 afy uddednaTazaeduiaTes sodium
chloride Y l¥iuWadae anhydrous sodium sulfate N84
wazszmpiniasaelaulfiadesssmouuumuiliui
ﬁﬁmn’iaﬁﬁwqmmwmﬁ THssafaeuidussamaivnila
fmam

vibiuianilasltresnilasilansmil  T588m
Whuraasiiuaslddmiacats 70% lananlsfimulu
Wiy WU fraction R 20 ARAART WRTATIVEDY
fraction dime TLC Tauldssuudnieeay 70% lanase-
TastuTusnou suldaswdados smiuiluszme
:iﬁﬁ"uﬂ:mﬂﬁ':ﬂuﬁw‘.r:Lﬁuuuuwmm:ﬁ'ﬁﬁuﬁaﬁ'}u
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wiowhguima deld NaHsSO, 1 3-piperidino-p-
cresol (5a) win 003 n3u (13% vield) fansuziiu
wamA I inAssoudala uaz 3-piperidino-6-bromo-p-
cresol (5b) win 0.10 n¥u (31% yield) danwozitu
windv uedlald aniline 141 3-piperidino-p-cresol (5a)
vuin 0.11 ndu (51% yield) danwuziusaavaidmvios
audla waz 3-piperidino-6-bromo-p-cresol (5b) U3
tpsuin

3-piperidino-p-cresol (5a) 'H-NMR (400 MHz,
CDCL): & 6.98(d, J=8.1 Hz, 1H), 6.48(d, J2.6 Hz, 1H),
6.41(dd, J=2.6, 8.1 Hz 1H), 2.77(t, 4H), 2.20(s, 3H), 1.68
(m, 4H), 1.54(m, 2H): “C-NMR (100 MHz, CDCI):
d 1542, 154.0, 1315, 124.4, 109.2, 1066, 53.2(2C),
26.5(2C), 24.4, 17.1

3-piperidino-6-bromo-p-cresol (5b) 'H-NMR (400
MHz, CDCL): & 7.20(s, 1H). 6.65(s, 1H), 5.38(s, 1H),
2.77(t, J=2.0, 4H), 2.18(s, 3H), 1.68(m, 4H), 1.56(m, 2H):
"“C-NMR (100 MHz, CDCl): & 153.9, 1506, 133.0, 1263,
107.2, 102.6, 53.2(2C), 26.4(2C), 24.3, 14.1

HANTSNARDILLAZITISOUNR

N3 protect A UMY ortho 184 p-cresol LWy
Br Taudaias1:i  2.6-dibromo-p-cresol (2) 3 MUfiA%eN
bromination 189 p-cresol #w Br, Tudvhazay
mmuﬂﬂﬁqmﬂgﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁwﬁnﬁmﬁfaﬂﬂrmﬂﬁu 89 Augl
i 2 inmsiwnsiaaEadiu 2 Aldfe c-NMR
spectroscopy WUTiATBIATTLBUTBENTMIMGET] 1 WA
Jlnnsdneduadt  wWisuifsuawansuilafu
sweaiilugudeys SDBS (SDBSweb, 2006) wuin
ATINU

OH H

15 mi H
+ Bry L i

L

B9 %

2 2 mdaATIed 2,6-dibromo-p-cresol (2)

AT 1 mmedes cyclohexadienone 3 Tamnljfi%e oxidation

OH 0]
Br Br n Br Br
t [X] —_— -
AcOH or MeOH
X
2 3
3a) X =0
3b) ¥ =8r
3l X=1
entry condition” product % yield
1 KEIOJ. AcOH, conc HCI rt 3a T8
KBnDs, AcOH, conc HBr it 3b ar
3 PhI[DAJ::}z. MeOH rt 3c 85

* it = Uijiieiigoumgiiies (~ 30°C) AcOH = acetic acid,
MeOH = WA

wisnfuvinfAen oxidation pwdsilwiiiu
cyclohexadienone 3 ﬁ;‘im_j leaving group fiduwiai 4
Wi 1 Br uaz MeO Tanldanednanddusisoi 1
INWATLELIIEMTAIEN  cyclohexadienone 3 il
wWimituiianasiigy uasiiaUfiBeuuy jpso fisunis
fi 4 WWeeumiaidpnilasenns protect dumieil 2
209MYy Br usnenillussnismamisamuil @9 3a
usz 3¢ farunativiredailodiuly o guvgiies usl
2.6-dibromo-4-methyl-4-bromocyclohexadienone (3b)
dladefsligungiviosssiianisanioia  a19ifinan
mafindadaniiiiaeilalwd (Nucleophile) Br Uuagdion
sudviniifuriumylusiiu uazfia  rearomatization
\lus 96y 2,6-dibromo-p-cresol (2) §emsaiuil Roush
war Blizzard (1983) lévinivaseaiiednsiaaiu
Liafivpay 4-bromo-2,5-cyclohexadienone 31MUfA5E1
bromination 989 p-cresol WALWUI1 4-bromo-2,5-
cyclohexadienone &y 1saiinufiiuafiounauiilu
p-cresol 1% dnfuifiomion 2,6-dibromo-4-methyl-4-
bromo-2,5-cyclohexadienone (3b) udafinaliviufi wie
iul¥lufififigamgiisiing o'c

Tudumaudaun n1sAnelfiTu1veeans
cyclohexadiene intermediate futiaadlalWaiiluss
Usznouiadiu (o piperidine (2° amine) Wat benzylamine

E. Srisook et al/Burapha Sci. J.11 (2008) 2; 3-10



(1° amine) fudufimdloliand uszlisnninmion
Fpmaunuiissiidnumiinll maeiunas 4a
Suwdaioueid  dinsdnejiseweseyiuisia
f19q 989 cyclohexadienone 3 Ny piperidine Tu
Tnaaalsfimufigamgfivies Sasunuslumadnminjisen
289 piperidine A8 cyclohexadienone 3 Wy eeiflona
Sulule 4 sumisdouanduguil 8 wazsINANIMAGDS
(@97 2) wuh @13 3a Hedivy leaving group 1u CI
sunanfsRsmeunalnnsfaUFissuuy b (U 3)
WlunsiielfjiFen conjugate addition fsumiait 3
Fssumisdmuiapiiten elimination vl
ifune aromatic nduAuNn Wus1s da uar 'H NMR
awnaiugswdadninansiolumeuiiiu aromatic il
BEWLIAUMUILALITBINTT 48 wilusuzil 3b uat 3¢
Liifiadlusns 4a fideons  Hesns 3b Fiiny leaving
group Ty vy Br srlindnimusiduans 2 unu Suidles
w19n Br finanihidiaalnslna (Electrophile) fingn
FotiansdinviuAAemes piperidine i Br launse
dlunsdl 3¢ duldmrsdadundudumdoudissinngg
ingounpRaeaiden folioradhuwaizdt methoxy
{lu leaving group uazdiaAlnslndilidfivenwe na
fnndloliAiaUinserildumis 3 Wssiumindeniu
iisasnsnma protect fisumisil 2 vaamy Br Beujisen
elimination 1wy Br suiialdunninlusnou

OH
Br Mu
b+
:MNuH et OH OH
o} /- Br. Br Br Br
B
r Br NuH b " HX
H MNu
X
X :MuH 4
h C
3
<HuX OH
:MuH \ Br. r
\
X -
Br. Br

MNu

Uit 3 nalntunafisufisuridlildaswin cyclohexadiene 3
fufladlalnd (NuH)

e 2 Ufjiif" conjugate addition-aromatization P89873
cyclohexadienone 3 iU piperidine

o OH
Br Br - cH,Ql, Br\¢[5r
+ piperiding ————=
x O
3 4a
entry compound condition” % yield
1 3a rt B4
2 3b rt -
3 3c rt -
4 ac reflux

* it = Ufii3eniigaumpiivias (- 30°C)

AIef 3 uaaIMIAneU§itesEnin @15 3a
fufinadlelnddug ludwiazais 2 viede leass
Tsfimuuazionmea ield piperidine fuiiadlalva
wudrlaaaslsfimudadusihazateiifidaiouiiia
UiiAsenldans 4a lddndnenueaiiiudniasaiwidl
dann arwidiulddnalnnsifia elimination w3e aroma-
tization waziianisrdasenves HCl Wu Amdu
1Ufji3sn1929@ (Elimination reaction) WUy E2 31nni
fezifluuuy E1 uddlaldtiaflolwaiiy benzyl amine
isufigenludvinazas 1nuea WineatnaLip iy
wlaewnan benzylamine azanuldiaslulanaslsfinu
WREATIMINENE (steric interaction) TBavfIMIAIMAjIDIWY
benzyl Tunnsiiiiadlolwdfiseusu benzyl alcohol Lii
Waufisen  Seenedndudeadnuaniodidaljidn
Buqd

uarludunsugaielidnmns deprotection 189
vy Br fisiumiy ortho i3 debromination 989
Choi LLa¥ Chi (2001) msiduduilldnasaFouiieulda
scavenger 2 wiln wausnginflald NaHSO, léias
debrominated 5a Wa: 5b Wiy 13 uwax 31 % AW
#160 (a3wf 4) uaziiield aniline a1 sa Faiu
g13fidaan1Tniniy 51 % LATAIIINY §15 5b YIuwu
dntfoudlanseaeudnmaia TLC

1ondy Aige uazAML/TETTINEEaRTYTN. 11 (2549) 2: 310



A1swi 3 1A% conjugate addition-aromatization 18987
cyclohexadienone 3a fiufliaflalWd (NuH) Feq

CHO,
or EtOH Nu

+ NuH

da) MuH = piperidine
4b) MuH = benzylamine
4c) MuH = benzyl alcohol

entry NuH condition” product % yield
1 piperidine EHQGiE, 3h 4a 84
2 piperiding EtOH. 3h da 62
3 benzyl amine EH:-CIz‘ 3h 4b -
4 benzyl amineg EtOH, 3h ab 30
5 benzyl alcohol EH?CI’, 3h 4c -
4 benzyl alcohol EtOH, 3h 4c -

TEtOH = lanUaa UWax CH,Cl, = TnAaolsfinu

A13wA 4 UG5 debromination 189517 4a

tH OH OH
Br Br Br
conc, HBs, AcOH

—_—

== Gy Py
da Sa sh

% yield
entry compound
5a 5h

1 NaH503 13 B
2 aniline 5 trace
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