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The Relative Error of Poisson Approximation to the Negative Binomial Distribution
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This paper uses the w-function and the Stein-Chen identity to determine an upper bound of the relative error
for approximating the negative binomial distribution with parameters n and p by the Poisson distribution with mean

A o n(1-p)

in the form of a cumulative distribution function. Furthermore, we also give a bound of the ratio

between the negative binomial and Poisson cumulative distribution functions. For these upper bounds, it is pointed
out that each result yields a good Poisson approximation if g = 1-p or A is small. Finally, we give some numerical

examples to illustrate applications of all results obtained.

Key Words : Poisson approximation; negative binomial distribution; Stein-Chen identity; w-function

*Corresponding author. E-mail: kanint@buu.ac.th

260 Adiuns Sanwlows, W wHinBw uszt M3 A3 2/ 13 19INEA asyIwa. 13 (2551) 1 1 26-32



N

NNSUANLAINAUNGL 5 (negative binomial distri-
bution) A9 Ames n wazAiasdiup wsaRaITan
Tugﬂmaan’mmnmeaofﬁmummﬁumm (failure) nau
AN 159 (success) ASsT n TusuzssmInaasetos
WUSYRA (Bernoulli trials) fiud sty Tnefinn uss
wazaudunaafiiiatulundaznisnaasstasianinu
Unazfluwiniu p uay q = 1-p annadu Tunsdifi n = 1 191
213UNNITUANURNNIUINTL 577 NITUANUIILITIATUA
(geometric distribution) Faflunisuanuaszasduiuany
Sumanaunnw Saasousn

nsuanuasnduinit 5 awrsahlyyszynaldly
Wnaneq M ELA MSAATIERTNEY MSnsaNuAy N3
AATILY UAIAIARY  LATNiURUGAY ATDRILETINT
( w3umsdsegndlududug  aansamgldly Johnson
et al. (2005) uanmnﬁﬁoﬁmsﬂs:qmﬁﬁnmnﬁ'Lﬁmﬁaaﬁu
NNTUANUINITIAEN  WaTHEUAIIFLUTENIUNITUAINUAY
il seemswanuasihze e iFdsurasnsuanias
p09ULT Wndundll st

figw 1.1 T X fuswuanudamainouainy Saasd
n TuﬁﬁﬁwmmsmmamﬁjaﬂLLU%HaﬁﬁLﬂuﬁ JeApiuAIY
ANuUzidupeean Mi5a p (0 < p < 1) w&ng
wanuasAanNtasiues X nansadeuldidu

n+k-1) o | 4
p(k)=P(X=k)= qgp W8 k =0, 1,..

k
m3uanuasiiiendt “mauanuasdundl sidmfaes
n WA p” (Johnson et al, 2005)
duiinswiulaeialudn Tunsdlil q fentes (#a
wWnlnd 0) ¥ p Adwnn @andrlng 1) nsuanuaspes
Ay anduwill 5 Ansadszanaildiensuanuaetiing

P np ., 4 o ‘oA A
naAaAniu A = - (ALDAEDBIAILLT NNIUINUL 5)

F A TUNITWANWAY & NURIFILUS andundll 5

k AN ,
Weuunuiie NB(k;n, p) = Z(H’L_J qujpn Wa k=0,
=0

1. WU ulEFHeATUNITLANIAY ¢ NYBY

ke

fuds wihoe deuwnude  pka) = )

=0
k= 0, 1. u,a:mmﬁﬁ’[ﬁmmmgnGl”aomajomsﬂs:mmms
wanuasndunil sdsnisuanuasisslueudded Ae
POULIAVUTBIAMNNARIALARDU “NINS LR TAULIATDY
5791 TN TeATUNMIUANLeY ¢ NTBe Befauys
NEINEND ANARIALARDY “NMBLAZSRTY usENIng

Hoddunisuanuas ¢ wpeadiuds anduaw 1 suay

fuds wihoedl x_15sifuunudog o PN
° NB(x¢;n,p)
NB(x(;n o o
LAY NB(xo:n,p) ANRIPU
P(xp; 1)
Asaniiunsiw

ANEILLIANNAATDIANNAAIALARDY NN uaY
097 WUPDINITUIENINUNTUANLIINIUINFIINITUINLAY
19991191U98209  Teerapabolarn (2007) WazANNN
A wRmaeilsitu w Mazthanldsaiuendnuel Tadou
IMIUIIBLDY Majsnero-wska (1998) LLaz Cacoullos and
Papathanasion (1989) 43 1nmsfnseuddsenanitnasiu
151A25150EUFIBNNT 3 9unee (lemma) iagaelunis
W INQuJUMMAN (main theorem) woeeiTeldeet

wasauendnsal Ielisundsiondnuaivey el
(Stein identity) (Stein, 1986) “WMFuUNTUAINUAITIBIRAS
wifiwes A B9 wueieidu h) fensley

M(x+1)—xf(x) = h(x)—P;(h)
© 14
Toeft x eN U{0}, P, (h)= e_xg(:)h(f)%

& o 1 a 4da A
WUNIATUAI19 5N ULIIAN TN UULTA

(2.1)
Las f WAL h
N {0} T#

hy, 1N U{0} > r (uilefuiidmunlag

hxo (x)= {

Toefl x en U{0} dnfurasldnaaan f ifaunu h fe

1,x<x

0,x>x

h Tu un1s (2.1) (Barbour et al, 1992) ¢ anaseluil
X0

K. Teerapabolarn, P. Wongkasem and S. Srisook / Burapha Sci. J. 13 (2008) 1 : 26-32 27



(x =D [Py (hy )Py (1-hy )], X <X
f(x)={(x-DIA
0

~eM[Py (hy )P (1D )], X 2 X
,x=0
(2.2)

unde 24 W Af(x) = f(x+1)—f(x), xo €N U0} uaz
keN udnzléin

11

k ’ XO +1

2.3)
Wil gf ﬁ‘lﬂﬁmnumﬁy’o 2.1 989 Teerapabolarn (2007)

sup | Af(x) [< 17" (e —1)P(x; 1) min

x>k

MUV 2.2 289 Teerapabolarn and Wongkasem
(2007) #

unie 22 W xgen U0} uar A =29 uFusecly
5 P
P(xg;M)

€
NB(x¢;n,p) - pn+min{x0,(k—|+1}

(2.4)

Tawdi ] Wusnaufiaiidesi aftlitosnin A

a 4 @ ¥ o a =2 a a
w”f’)u quLﬁu\lﬂ"ﬁﬂIuﬂim X0 = 0 IUNTNEBINDNIE

L A9Ie WM (2.4) Wuadslungdl x, =1 L9 AU

3 (n+k-1) (n+k—1)!q"
k;o[ k j Z k!(n—1)!

k=1
(n+k-1)-- nq
=1+ z o

[np'q] p*
k!

k!

(2.5)

28 aciuns S0 mlarng, WoS 19NN LaTL 109

wazlunsddl  xo >[A]+1  wnelin

xo-12[2]2r=np ' (1-p)=np ' -n
—n+x0—12p,1 fafu
n
0 n+k—1j K
q
iy
_ (P F1) (T2 141)
=1+lpn+1 1 A p
n ([AT]+1)!
X{n+((7u—|+l)—l ..n+1_1}+ XXopXO
n n Xq!
« n+x0—1mn+(|_7h-|+1)—1 n+l-1
n n n

Faovinlei

x[ﬂﬂ [AT]+1

> pfﬂﬂ + xp{ﬂﬂ n+l-1 "
n

(AR

1 S n+1-1

X{n+(fﬂ+l)—
X{n+(fﬂ+1)—

}+

Xo!

LR

K[ﬂﬂ
([A7]+1)! "

Ao
XO !

Zpl—ﬂﬂ{l+7\,+---+

Xo,

20T

k=0

)\‘k
k!

( L+

X0 7\.k
. P et &
LNFIEIN = —

Xo D»—|+1
A U

NB(XO;n,p)_ p" zoz(n+k lj

sotiulasldia uns (2.5) way (2.6) 1519zléin

P(xg; M) < e

NB(x¢;n,p)  p"p*o

bRNG

A3 .2/ NI I ATYIWN. 13 (2551) 1

k

: 26-32

2.6)



P(xq; M) < e
NB(x¢;n,p) pnpfﬂ“

e xo 2[A]+1 Bohldnlde wms 24) #

WalsfiansanuuiAnzasnisussanaiselas g
WNTU w NUIT889 Majsnerowska (1998) 15U
Majsnerowska (1998) 1ﬁU§ULLa:UszqﬂﬁgﬁLLuumw
“wiuspeeileitu w it “wiudiufuds aifansuowdia
Tadfuau (non-negative integer-valued random variable) X
ﬁﬂiﬁﬂgiumuﬁﬁ'ﬂ’ﬂm Cacoullos and Papathanasiou (1989)
TingTusUzesann “wiusi3euiin (recurrence relation)

o

fail

p(k)
p(k+1)

p—(k+1)

wk+1)= w(k)— >
c

>0Wak=0,1,. 2.7)

oot w0)=" u uar o2 unuARABUATAIN

-2
wdvUTIuTBIMLls N X
unavsisluiidunadildanainnsdszandld wnis

Veulia (2.7)

unae 23 T X fudauds wnduaie sifinsuanuas

anmnazdumdauludionn 1.1 uaz w) Huieidu w

o

1 “wiusiumuls N X ui

+k o
w(k) =w o k=0, 1. 2.8)
o’p
Tosit o2 = n;l
p
. ng . . o
WAl uml = - T (27) wasdnguuuany “Nius

Veuinndinacld

k_ _nP&k=D k.
w(k) +( )p(k) 2

We k=1, 2. 2.9)
Toufl w(0)=—3-
(¢}

139zl a9 (2.8) 1Huade "miunn ken U {0} 10 W3
(2.9) 151azlé

K. Teerapabolarn, P. Wongkasem and S. Srisook / Burapha Sci. J. 13 (2008) 1

p() o’
_(n+1)q
o’p

w(l) =5+ w(02@_1
o’p

qnqll
2

cp Gpnq o

(n+1i)q
(‘52p
[n+(@G+1)]q
2

Gp

WNAIN w(i) = AplUiTazy a9

0 (2.9) 1513 ld

w(i+l) =

nq
02p

p(i) i+l

pi+l) o
(n+1)q i+1

c’ P ’ p

_[n+(@G+1)]q
_—Gzp

w(itl) =

+w(i)

_i+l
(n+1i)q o2

sorulapia ABauhluidaddnAn @3 (mathematical induction)
1519 le (2.8) 1uade "miunn ken U{0} #
NAN13398

HanFIsedasnsneadeil Ao vevwauupes
AMNARIALARDY “NANS  LATTALIDATEISATY IUTENIN
HoAdun1suanuay ¢ NzavdIuys wnduawie suay
fauys wilame wan1s3dedonan awnsanlilaanisld
A wiRwzzpeiitu w Sawiuendnsal ladiau 2.1)
A afAlewzes Moy w it “wiudiufuys 'n X 1

'
9
o

na1l3lu Cacoullos and Papathanasiou (1989) ﬂ\‘lﬁ
“Hrileitu g eandaeiudeuly  Ew(X)AgX)|

<o uaz E|(X—wg(X)| < oo uinzliin Cov(X,g(X)) =

G?E[w(X)Ag(X)]” D Ag(x) = g(x+1)-g(x)

mquﬁumialﬂf‘ﬂﬂuwaﬁwﬁmmmiﬂs:mmmsmem

(WAN13338) ﬁag’[ugﬂmeaomaummuumama’mrﬂmmﬂé"au

“NANSUAZIDULIIADDIERTT IUTENINTATUNNTUANLDS
v amaviuls il suazimuds wiime

noufun 3.1 T X Busuds anduwi siifinnsuanuag

anNtazlumiauludleny 1.1 Xg €N U{0} uaz

1y ¥ S a
p=A= M o ugrp unansluiifuase
p

: 26-32 29



1-e™*

n+min{x0,l—k—|+1}

|1_ P(xo:h) |
NB(x¢;n,p)|

xmin{(l_pn), d } (3.1)
n p(xg+1)

ﬁ”aﬁ 1579zl a93e wMs (3.1) Wuade aan wns (2.1)

\arvua h = h 1319zl
P(X <xq)—P(x¢: 1) = E[Af(X +1) - Xf(X)]
798
INB(x¢;n,p) = P(x;1)| = [E[M(X +1) - XF(X)]|
(3.2)
Towdl f o muifedty ams 22) 30 4n13 (3.2) 15l
INB(x;0,p)—P(x¢; 1)
=[AE[f(X +1)]- E[Xf(X)]
= [AE[f(X +1)]— Cov(X, f(X)) - pE[f(X)]
=[E[Af(X+1) —uf (X)] - Cov(X, F(X))|
=[AE[Af(X)] - Cov(X, (X))
189970 Elw(X)Af(X)| <o ua sup f(x) <min{1,A""?}

x>1

(Barbour et al, 1992) Favil
INB(x;n,p) —P(x; 1)

= ‘xE[Af(X)] — 6 E[w(X)Af (X)]‘

- ‘E{k ~otw(X)| Af(X)H
< EHK —otw(X) | Af(X)}‘
_ i [x o2w(k) Af(k))p(k) (asumas 2.3)

T
(=]

5'48

{nq (“k)q}Af(k)}p(k)

i
(=]

k|Af(k)p(k)

w:m -am

=—2
k=1
z ksup|Af(x)jp(k)

x>k

<7 —D)P(xg; )3 i kp(k)
k=1

} (aeumeag 2.1) (3.3)

.1 1
xXmin§—,
k XO +1

30

Wiagan

4d Z kp(k) min

gl
j (0. kp(k)}
el
o)

S

fotiulasmsunue uMs (34) adlua wng (3.3) 15azlé

Ms
5

=~
Il
—_

o e "U\.D ’U\.Q "G\Q

|NB(x0;n,p)—P(x0;k)|

<Al —1)P(x0;k)qmin{1—p“, A }
p X0+1

= (e7‘ —-DP(xg;A) min{l_p ,q} (3.5)
n  p(xg+1)

¥"30 N3 (35) 678 NB(x ; n, p) Foazlg

|- PXoi2)
NB(XO 1, p)

P(xp; 1)
NB(x¢;n,p)

n
S(e}‘—l) min I=p , d
n  p(xy+1)

Y n
< 1__ © min a-p) , d
pn+m1n{x0,(ﬂ+1} n p(xo +1)

8 am3 amaldnlagunae 2.2 fiue wn1s (3.1) 1uase
#

noufun 3.2 T X Husuds wnduwi siifinnsuanuas
anuiazumiouludsn 1.1 uaz Xo €N U {0} hds

Az lé
J— n .
1_(67\._1)min 1 1Y , q SNB(X()an:p)
n  p(xo+1D) P(x¢;1)

_
S1+(ek—1)min{1 P ,L}

n  p(xy+1)

(3.6)



W 31 91nD 4M3 (3.5) M3 P(x,; \) azlé

<(e" ~1)min {l—pn — 4 }

NB(x¢;n.p) _, S
n pX0+

P(x¢;4)

%38

—(e* —1)min 1-p ! < NB(xo;n,p)
n p(xg+l) P(xo;2)

< (ex —1)min {l—p q} (3.7)

n ’p(xO +1)
VINARBAD NS (3.7) fe 1 1313sldia ums (3.6) Al
fiounns  #

4 “anm

1. & q Hendnind 0 M3 p Aadning 1) e A
fienties udpuwALUTEYe NMS (3.1) azdidding o
UPBULATED 1M1T (3.4) asfiddning 1 Feu aolviiu
TIHAANSVDINTUILNIUNTUINULAINIUINTL 5H28N1T
LmnLmﬂfmwzﬁmmgnﬁaamn*’ﬁu e g fdwdlng o
v3n A detsy

2 uflo A aefl 19asiivizeunzeenIsIT
MIUANUANTDI DINOBILUAVRIAINAT N Fiistu 9
Tunsdlfl e n femnazsildmadszanuiisddnas

ADENLTIRIAD

Tudadisldandietnadeinas iow avns
ﬂs:qnﬂ%waé’wﬁ’mmmiﬂs:mmn’mwnLwom"‘mmﬁl, 5
ﬁ’mmimnLmﬂmaﬁagzquwﬁuw 31 uay 32
29819 4.1 19 n = 100 uay p = 0.999 fatiu A = 0.1001001
uwaznaswsIBeiazdldinannauiun 3.1 uaz 32 1ana

[
v o A

W agldisietl

0.00010023 ,x, =0

1 _P(%¢:0.1001001) |g 0.00005274 , x¢ =1
NB(x;100,0.999)|
0.00010559

X0+l

,» Xp 2

LR

NB(x;100,0.999)

P(x;0.1001001)

_0.00010539 _ NB(x;;100,0.999) _, 0.00010539
xg+1  P(x(;0.1001001) X +1

0.99989976 < <1.00010024 ,X0=0

1

,Xp 21

fmeing 4.2 T n = 500 uay p = 0999 1571ald A =
05005005 WaswaawsBesaafivile An

0.00051122 , x4 =0

0.00032534 , x =1

0.00065134
Xg+1

| _P(x:0.5005005) |<
NB(x;500,0.999)|
» X0 >2

bR

NB(x;300,0.999)
P(x,;0.5005005)
| 0.00065020 _ NB(x(;500,0999) _, .

P(x,;0.5005005)

0.99948865 < <1.00051135 ,Xg=0

0.00065020
X0 +1

» X0 >1
X0+1

f9E9 4.3 VUA n = 5000 WAL p = 0.999 waald A
= 5.00500501
wanuaadugisil

LRZHARNSLBIAILaTRINITUTZNUNNT

0.02947655 , x5 =0,1,2,3,4

B(xg:5.00500501) | 0.02477954 , x0 =5
- P35, ) 1< 10.02126087, xy = 6

NB(x;5000,0.999)|
0.14897504

X0+1

, X 2

bR

NB(x;5000,0.999)
P(x,;5.00500501)
| 014830614 _ NB(x;5000,0.999) 014830614
P(x;5.00500501)

0.97056759 <

<1.02943241,x,=0,1,2,3,4

,ons

X0+1 X0+1

49 “anm

1. ndhethadeiniio wseteilan asluriu
191 150 “BnaldinzeuaTaIn UM TIIT LALAY
) X, fiandintu visvouan saemadszananduneiiu
an MU X,

K. Teerapabolarn, P. Wongkasem and S. Srisook / Burapha Sci. J. 13 (2008) 1 : 26-32 31



2. fin p Adfl 19RsiuiBLATBINITUS TN
NINTUAINAT N 3D A TANTU . a9 A fdentiaw
lvinarasnIsUscIufing A ARANIN

JUNANT3INY
PDUWALVUTIANNARIALARDU “NANS Waz2auLIn
PAIHRT IUTEWINWIATUNITUINUAY & NVDIFIWUS kY

il sAdwdees n uas p uasduls wihzend
a 14 np ' a o ' a a
Wdwed A = - (Aadspeefuls aniuwil 5)

Wuisainausiuuuniledildinanugnissmesmsuszanmihzg
FanwamITeimuiwadniuesnisuseauiseasd
awNgniasuas 1wnsoenduld HoeuwauuzpIAIIN
ARALAADY “NWnERAdInd 0 vevauLIIATREATY U
fledning 1 oo ludnsasiifedosiunines
169 “waawsvasnmsdszanuihsoudazuuuasldnans
Uszanuiiduasiianugndeade g wie A fdnley” S

AANBINUNYPBILAZINUIUYBY (The Law of Small
Number) Tunguiaatiazifiu

ANANIsNUsENA

o

AuEITETRTEUAN ALLINEIAT AT AN INENdY

a

Y ay3 Aldee sadusudsranauduselészanl 2550

o

Wip 1u yumsideadedl uazAuiiduTeTaUAMNTINANG

9
°

Y
Heumaeuddonnviuildnqaunliduusiuazuilade

o
o a

unwsaesg o auih s uddeiifianngnéissuas wysal
NnBediu

N 1981989

Barbour, AD., Holst. L., & Janson, S. (1992). Poisson
approximation. Oxford Studies in probability 2.
Oxford : Clarendon Press.

Cacoullos, T., & Papathanasiou, V. (1989). Characterization
of distributions by variance bounds. Statistics &
Probability Letters, 7, 351-356.

Johnson, N.L, Kotz, S., & Kemp, AW. (2005). Univariate
Discrete Distributions. (3rd ed.). New York : Wiley.

oM aciuns S0 mlawng, WoS 29NN LaYL 109

Majsnerowska, M. (1998). A note on Poisson approximation
by w-functions. Applicationes Mathematicae, 25,
387-392.

Stein, C.M. (1986). Approximate Computation of
Expectations. Hayward California : IMS.

Teerapabolarn, K. (2007). A bound on the Poisson-binomial
relative error. Statistical Methodology, 4, 407-415.

Teerapabolarn, K., & Wongkasem, P. (2007). Poisson
approximation for independent geometric random
variables. International Mathematical Forum, 2,
3211-3218.

A3 2/ N3 1TIMEAN ATYIWN. 13 (2551) 1 : 26-32



